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Westbourne Primary School 

 

 

 

SEN Information Report 2021-2022 

Report Agreed: Spring 2021 

To be updated: Spring 2022 

 

The following report sets out information about the SEN provision at Westbourne Primary School. It addresses the requirements set 

out in schedule 1 of the SEN and Disabilities (SEND) Regulations 2014 and paragraphs 6.79-6.81 of the SEND Code of Practice. 

Westbourne Primary School also has an SEN Policy which outlines our philosophy and practice for children with Special 

Educational Needs. 
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If you would like to know more about what we offer at Westbourne Primary School please contact Miss Laura Sibley (SENCo) via 

the School Office. 

 
What types of SEN do we 
provide for? 

 
We refer to the term ‘Special Educational Needs if a child has a learning difficulty or disability which calls for 
special educational provision to be made for him or her.  
 
A child  of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability is he or she: 

- has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age 
- has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from  making use of educational facilities of a kind 
generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools. 

 
The difficulty or disability may relate to: 

 Communication and interaction 

 Cognition and learning 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 

 Sensory and /or physical needs 
 
Regarding admissions, children with an Educational, Health and Care Plan which names Westbourne Primary 
will be allocated places first, after which the remaining places are allocated according to the Local Authority 
admissions arrangements. 
 

 
How do we identify and 
assess children with 
SEN? 

 
We know when children need help if: 

 concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers, TAs, the child’s previous school (if appropriate) or 
healthcare professional. 

 there is  a lack of progress, highlighted through assessing against nationally set criteria 

 there is a change in the child’s behaviour or attitude. 

 a child asks for help. 
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The SEN Code of Practice 2014 refers to the Graduated Response, through which the provision made by the 
school or setting intensifies over time if the child continues to struggle to make progress, despite increasing 
levels of support.  
 
Most children who join our Reception class have already been in receipt of pre-school educational provision 
where any particular individual needs may have already been assessed. All children are assessed through our 
normal processes after entering our school, so that we can build upon their prior learning and any special 
provision already made for them. 
 
Early identification of special educational needs is vital. The school aims to inform parents or carers at the 
earliest opportunity to alert them to concerns about a child’s progress or additional needs, and seeks to work 
with them to enlist active help and participation. 
 

 
What is our approach to 
teaching pupils with 
SEN?  

 
Wherever possible, we aim to meet children’s learning needs through differentiated planning, teaching and 
support, as part of our normal classroom practice (Wave 1 provision). This may include adaptations to the 
learning environment or curriculum to maintain engagement with learning and ensure learning is accessible for 
all. Where a child or group of children need additional support to enable them to successfully gain lost ground in 
learning and catch up with age-related expectations, short-term tailored intervention programmes will be 
provided, often through the support of our interventions teacher or teaching assistants. This is referred to as 
Wave 2 provision, and children in receipt of such intervention will not necessarily be considered to have special 
educational needs. All interventions are recorded on class provision maps, which enable the school to measure 
the impact of each intervention and adapt them accordingly. 
 
If our assessments indicate or confirm that a child has a significant longer term learning difficulty, we will 
continue to use wave 1 and 2 strategies to support them, but will plan more specialist individualised provision, 
designed to meet their specific needs. This is referred to as Wave 3 provision. These children will usually be 
included on our register of SEN, and parents will be made fully aware of this designation and the outcomes of 
our assessments. The child’s class teacher will offer interventions that are different from or additional to those 
provided as part of the school’s usual working practices.  
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The class teacher will involve parents in the decisions of the provision being made and draw upon them for 
additional information to help plan that provision.  
The special educational needs coordinator (SENCO) will oversee the planning and provision for the child, and 
take the lead in further assessments of their needs.  
 

 
How do we adapt the 
curriculum and the 
learning environment? 

 

When a child has been identified with special educational needs their work will be differentiated by the class 

teacher to enable them to access the curriculum more easily. This may be by task, grouping, additional structure 

or equipment. TAs may be allocated to work with the child in a 1-1 or small focus group to target more specific 

needs. If appropriate, specialist equipment may be given to the child e.g. writing slopes, concentration cushions, 

pen/pencils grips or easy to use scissors. Assistive technology (e.g. use of Clicker software) is also used where 

appropriate.  
 

 
How do we enable 
children with SEN to 
engage in activities with 
other children who do not 
have SEN? 
 

 
All extra-curricular clubs are open to all children, with the exception of age-related limitations. This is also the 
case for the residential trips in Year 4 and 6, where activities and pastoral care are adapted to suit children’s 
needs.  

 
How do we consult 
parents of pupils with 
SEN and involve them in 
their child’s education? 

 
When children are identified as having special educational needs and requiring School Support, the class 
teacher/SENCO will work with the parents to create a One Page Profile, recording key information such as the 
nature of the child’s special needs and outcomes that all concerned would like to achieve by the end of the 
academic year. These outcomes are broken down into small-step targets which are then specifically planned 
for. Planned provision will be recorded on a Personal Learning Plan (PLP). This will record the planned 
objectives of the special provision being made, the agreed short-term targets set for the child, and the teaching 
strategies and additional support to be used. It will also indicate the date for the plan to be reviewed. In most 
cases, this review will take place once a term. Parents or carers will be invited to contribute to this review. 
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How do we consult 
children with SEN and 
involve them in their 
education? 

 
At Westbourne Primary, we encourage children to take responsibility and to make decisions. This is part of the 
culture of the school and relate to children of all ages and abilities. 
Children are involved in an appropriate way in agreeing targets in their PLPs and in making contributions to the 
PLP review meetings. Children are encouraged to review their own progress against their targets and contribute 
towards decisions about support for their learning. We seek to celebrate their success with them as well as 
planning and discussing their next steps.  
 

 
How do we assess and 
review children’s 
progress towards their 
outcomes? 
 

 
Children’s progress towards their outcomes is assessed and reviewed at least termly. A range of assessments 
can be used dependent on the intervention that has taken place or need that has been identified. Parents are 
then invited to discuss their child’s progress and help identify next steps towards their outcomes for the year.   

 
How do we support 
children moving between 
different phases of 
education, and preparing 
for adulthood? 

 
At Westbourne Primary School we understand that moving schools can be a stressful time and therefore many 
strategies are in place to enable children’s transition to be as smooth as possible.  These include meetings 
between the previous or receiving schools prior to the child joining/leaving, both for teaching staff and the 
SENCO. Additional visits are also arranged for children who need extra time in their new school. The 
Headteacher or the SENCO are always willing to meet with parents/carers prior to their child joining the school 
to share concerns or pass information about specialist support or agencies already working with the child or 
family. Where a child may have more specialist needs, a separate meeting is arranged with the SENCO, the 
parents/carers and where appropriate the child. Life skills in order to prepare for adulthood are included 
throughout the curriculum. 
 

 
How do we support 
children with SEN to 
improve their educational 
and social development? 
 

 
Members of staff including the class teacher, teaching assistants and SENCO are readily available for children 
who wish to discuss issues and concerns. We also have a Teaching Assistant trained as an ELSA (Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant) to provide specialist emotional support. Families can access support from West 
Sussex Early Help which can provide Family Support - this can be accessed via the SENCO. 
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What expertise and 
training do our staff have 
to support children with 
SEN? 

 
We have achieved the Dyslexia Aware School Award through developing awareness and practice of teaching 
children with dyslexic type tendencies. We annually review training needs for all staff, taking into account school 
priorities and personal professional development. Particular support is given to new members of staff and to 
training that addresses children’s specific needs.  
Whole staff training takes place to disseminate knowledge, strategies and experience, to ensure consistency of 
the school’s approach for children with special educational needs.  This has also included Universal Training for 
all teaching staff from the Speech and Language Therapy Service. 
The SENCOs of each school in the locality meet together each term to share good practice. 
Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies that are relevant to the 
needs of specific children in their class. This has included the Speech and Language Therapy service, and the 
Portsmouth Down Syndrome Association. We are also developing our awareness of how to support children 
who have been in care, including whole school training from Beacon House. We have a trained ELSA.  
Teaching Assistants have also been trained in specific interventions that help to promote accelerated progress 
such as FFT Wave 3 Literacy intervention, and a range of Maths interventions from Edge Hill University. 
 

 
How do we secure 
specialist expertise? 

 
If a child requires more expert support from an outside agency such as the Educational Psychologist, or Speech 
and Language Therapy service, referral forms are completed in conjunction with parents/carers and forwarded 
to the most appropriate agency. After a series of additional assessments, a programme of support is usually 
provide to the school and parents/carers. We can also, with the support of parents/carers, access the Early Help 
Forums held regularly to gain the advice of additional agencies where appropriate.  
 

 
How do we secure 
equipment and facilities 
to support children with 
SEN? 
 

 
Equipment and facilities are resourced following discussion with specialist agencies, parents and teachers. The 
SEN budget is allocated in April each year and the money used to provide additional support or resources 
dependent on an individuals’ needs. The school’s Accessibility Plan (available on the school’s website) 
outlines adaptations made to the building to meet particular needs and enhance learning. 
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How do we involve other 
organisations in meeting 
the needs of children with 
SEN and supporting their 
families? 

 
The Local Authority’s Early Help procedures are adhered to by the school with referrals made to the Early Help 
Forums where appropriate. The school website directs parents to the West Sussex Local Offer. The SENCO 
meets on a regular basis with the appointed Educational Psychologist and Speech and Language Therapist. We 
also request the support of additional services such as the Traveller Support Service, Occupational Therapy 
Service, School Nursing Service, and Learning Advisory Team where appropriate. We also provide 
parents/carers with details of voluntary sector organisations who may be able to offer support. 
 

 
How do we evaluate the 
effectiveness of our SEN 
provision? 

 
The SENCO monitors the progress of children on the SEN register. They provide staff and governors with 
regular summaries of the impact of our policy on the effectiveness of our SEN provision. The SENCO supports 
teachers in drawing up PLPs for the children in their class and attends regular Pupil Progress Meetings where 
children’s progress is reviewed. The SENCO and named governor with responsibility for special needs also 
meet regularly. 
 

 
How do we handle 
complaints from parents 
of children with SEN 
about provision made at 
the school? 
 

 
Any complaints concerning the provision made at the school should be made following the Complaints Policy, 
which is accessible on the school website or from the School Office. 
 

 
Who can parents contact 
if they have concerns? 

 
Parents can contact the school SENCo, Miss Laura Sibley, through the school office on 01243 372726, or 
office@westbourneprimary.co.uk 
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